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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 02, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3-7, 10-11, 13-15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Seamon (Pub. No. US 2002/0121322). Seamon discloses a pocket 
for business accessory comprising: a flap (1 1) joined along a base edge, a pair of side 
edges and a front edge; and a pair of elastic strips (elastic webbing 14, the mere fact 
that the webbing 14 can be stretch as shown in Figures 2-4 embodiment and then go 
back to its original length and shape as shown in Figure 1, i.e. is capable of recovering 
size and shape after deformation, implies that the webbing 14 is elastic) connected 
between each side near the front edge and a location on the business accessory so that 
portions of the side edge, between the base edge and the elastic are free of attachment 
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with the business accessory. Seamon discloses that the pocket can be an open pocket 
having no closures, i.e. can be maintained in its un-extended position without a closure. 
See Figures 1-4 embodiments. 

The pocket of Seamon clearly appears to be tapered between a wider length at 
the base edge and a narrower length at the front edge, see Figure 1 embodiment. 
With the pocket having no closures the side edges will inherently have a recessed 
shape that can reveal the item being held therein. 

With respect to claims 10,17 and 20, note the base piece (inner wall 15) defining 
a perimeter seam with respect to a surrounding surface of the business accessory. 

With respect to claim 19, the open recess will inherently shown the items being 
held in the exterior pocket. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Seamon. 
With respect to claim 8, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to in view of the admitted prior art of to provide a patch 
having a decoration on the flap to make the business accessory aesthetically more 
pleasing to the consumer. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed August 12, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Contrary to applicant's argument the pocket of Seamon does not 
need a conventional closure to close the pocket and it will stay in its un-extended 
position without any closure. 

The fact that the pair of side edges are only joined to the exterior by a strip of 
webbing will inherently have un-joined section in the side edges which will form 
recesses. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jila M. Mohandesi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4558. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00 (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-2723-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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